[Properties of thalamocortical cells identified by antidromic stimulation in the ventrolateral and ventrobasal thalamic nuclei in rats].
The physiological and pharmacological properties of thalamocortical neurons, identified by electrical antidromic stimulation of the frontoparietal cortex, were studied in the ventrobasal and ventrolateral thalamic nuclei in urethane anaesthetized rats. The spontaneous activity and conduction velocity of these neurons were similar in both nuclei. At both sites, thalamocortical neurons could be excited through iontophoretic application of acetylcholine and muscarinic or nicotinic agonists. Despite the known differences in thalamic organization of the two species, these properties are quite similar to those described in cat by other authors.